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"We ask for a great navy, partly because we think that
the possession of such a navy is the surest guarantee of
peace, and partly because we feel that no national life is
worth having if the nation is not willing, when the need
shall arise, to stake everything on the supreme arbitrament
of war, and to pour out its blood, its treasure, and tears
like water rather than submit to the loss of honor and

Published in full in the principal newspapers of the land,
the address attracted wide attention and aroused animated
discussion. It was universally recognized as sounding a
new note in the conduct of national affairs. Nothing similar
to it had been heard in the deliverances of other public
men. It was the voice of Eoosevelt, and of Roosevelt alone,
and it stirred the country like the sound of a trumpet.
There had been many addresses by naval officials at the
War College, but never before had an Assistant Secretary
of the Navy or any other navy official made an address like
this. What did it mean! To an apparent majority of the
people, if the comments of the newspapers were an accu-
rate reflection of popular sentiment, it meant a welcome
change. With few exceptions, the leading journals of the
country expressed warm approval of the address. The
New York Sun, seldom friendly to Eoosevelt, called it a
"manly, patriotic, intelligent and convincing appeal to
American sentiment in behalf of the national honor, and
for the preservation of the national strength by means
requisite for self-defense and vigorous aggressive resist-
ance to efforts to interfere with our progress and natural
dominion." The New York Herald said: "The current of
this fine address is filled with a flow of splendid patriotism,
from its opening sentence to its dose, and its careful read-
ing can scarcely fail to inspire the youth of America with
the same lofty spirit of devotion to our country's honor,
glory and prosperity that actuated its utterance by the
speaker." The Washington Post, dropping its uniformly
captious attitude toward Eoosevelt, declared that in Ms